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[1] Trung Thành was a 20-year-old student when 

he joined Youth Career Initiative (YCI) organization in 

Hanoi, Vietnam. He came from a disadvantaged family. 

His father worked far away from the family. His mother 

could no longer work when she knew that her cancer had 

returned. Trung’s father had to leave work to care for his 

wife. Trung said, “The treatment was very expensive and 

the family income could not cover our expenses. So, I 

had to do something; I worked to get money and became 

the breadwinner for my family.” 

[2] Trung wanted to continue his studies but he could not as he had no time or money. He needed a 

short, cheap course that would give him useful skills to find a job. He heard about YCI from one of his 

friends in Hanoi and decided to join it. “Participating in this programme was a huge turning point in my life. 

It gave me the chance to learn cooking skills. In six months, I was trained as a professional in a five-star 

hotel. It didn’t cost me anything!” Trung said. 

[3] At first, it was difficult for him to adjust to the training and working conditions. He did part-time 

jobs such as working as a waiter, a security guard or in shipping to earn extra money for the family. 

Sometimes he slept only four hours a day, which made him very exhausted. But Trung’s hard work paid off 

and he was one of the best YCI graduates in Hanoi. “After my graduation, I went for an interview at the 

Hilton Hanoi Opera, where I trained, and was so happy to be employed at the hotel. I worked there for four 

years,” he said. 

[4] Once Trung’s skills and confidence had grown and after saving and borrowing some money, he 

opened a restaurant with one of his friends. The restaurant was originally designed to cater to foreign 

visitors but they changed their plan to cater to all groups. This has had good results on the business. Trung 

uses the extra money to repay his loan and also to pay for his mother’s medical treatment. “I feel the 

pressure sometimes but I can see there is a bright future waiting for me. I know that without the YCI 

programme, I wouldn’t have had the chance to get trained and open my own restaurant,”   he concluded.           

                                                                                                                        Adapted from: www.thestandard.com 
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  I. COMPREHENSION      (15 POINTS) 
 

BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT. 
 

A. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.    (3 pts) 
 

1. Why did Trung’s mother stop working? 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. How did Trung know about YCI?                                             

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3. How did Trung and his friend finance their restaurant project?                                                                                                                    

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

B. ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY.   (3 pts) 
 

1. Trung had to pay for his training at the hotel. 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. Trung had to work in other places while he was training.                                                                                                

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

3. Trung was a successful student at the YCI.     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

C. COMPLETE THE SENTENCES WITH INFORMATION FROM THE TEXT. (2 pts) 
 

1. The course which Trung took was about . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. Trung spent six months training in  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .                                                  

D. PICK OUT FROM THE TEXT PHRASES OR EXPRESSIONS WHICH SHOW THAT (3 pts) 
 

1. the family relied on Trung for their expenses.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. joining YCI changed Trung’s life. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3. Trung is an optimistic entrepreneur. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

E.  FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS THAT MEAN ALMOST THE SAME AS    (2 pts)  

1. poor                    (paragraph 1):    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. very tired            (paragraph 3):    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

 

 

 

F.  WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO?     (2 pts) 

1. It                      (paragraph  2): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. there                (paragraph  5): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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I  II. LANGUAGE             (15 POINTS) 

A.  FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LISTS.  (4 pts) 
 

1. Oh my God! There is a lot of traffic again; I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  get to the office on time.  

                                                    needn’t     -      mustn’t        -      can’t 
2. The three students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  won the 2018 Arab Maths Olympiad  are from Morocco. 

                                                    where   -    who    -   whose 

3. The judge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . that the suspect was not telling the truth. 

found out -  brought about  -   looked for 

4. Jessica was on vacation when someone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . her house and stole all her jewellery.   

                                                     ran into -  set up - broke into   
 

B. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LIST.  (2 pts) 
 

take - gaps  -  common  -   raise  -  diversity   -   citizens  

  1. Global ………………… see themselves as being part of the world community. 
 

  2. It is everybody’s responsibility to …………………… children’s awareness of the danger of junk food.  
 

C. PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE OR FORM.    (2 pts) 

                    We (start) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . working on this song three weeks ago. By the end of this 

month, we   (finish)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . all the rehearsals. We are all looking forward to (perform)   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . it at the end of the school year show. We hope that the audience (enjoy) . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . it. 

            D. CHOOSE THE CORRECT SENTENCE.  WRITE a OR b.  (3 pts) 

1 
.   a. More importance should be giving to education in rural areas. 

b.   b. More importance should be given to education in rural areas. 
                 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . 

     2 
.   a. If our school football team had won the last match, they would have qualified for the finals. 

b.   b. If our school football team had won the last match, they will qualify for the finals. 
                 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . 

3.    3 
.   a. The school headmaster advised us to start preparing for the exams earlier. 

b.   b. The school headmaster advised us starting preparing for the exams earlier. 
               

 The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . 
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E. MATCH EACH EXPRESSION TO ITS APPROPRIATE FUNCTION.   (2 pts) 
 

 

Expressions Functions 
 

1. “If only we had arrived earlier” 

2. “I might have left my mobile at home.” 

3. “I take your point. Morocco is making progress in renewable energy.” 

4. “Could you please help me with my luggage?” 

a. Making a request 

b. Expressing agreement 

c. Expressing probability 

d. Complaining 

e. Expressing regret 
 

 

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 

F. WRITE AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO EACH SITUATION.  (2 pts) 

1. 

 

 

 

            2. 

              

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

III. WRITING      (10 POINTS)               DO  TASKS 1 AND 2  

 

   TASK 1:   Use the information from the chart to complete the report.    (4 pts) 
 

                      

The first week of March 2019 was special in our school. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Type of event : School Cultural week      Date: First week of March 2019        Place: School spaces 

Organizer(s): The school administration and parents’ association 

Participants: Teachers, students, parents, guests 

Activities: poetry -  school clean up -  sports competitions - songs - drama - … etc. 

I’ve got some good news 

to tell you. I’ll start my 

new job soon. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  

It seems that I’m 
getting more weight. 

What should I do? 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

It was such a great and interesting event. Everybody is looking forward to similar future events. 
 

   TASK 2:  Your school is thinking about offering free Wi-Fi inside the school. Do you think it is a good idea to 

provide students with free internet? Write a paragraph expressing your opinion and give reasons.  (6 pts) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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KEY AND MARKING SCALE 

Please accept any appropriate answer not mentioned in this key. 

    I. COMPREHENSION    (15 POINTS)  

Testees should not be penalised for spelling and grammar mistakes in the comprehension section. 

A. ANSWERING QUESTIONS:  (3 pts; 1 pt each)     

1. Because she knew that her cancer had returned/ she was seriously ill. 

2. He heard about it from one of his friends in Hanoi. 

3. By saving and borrowing some money 

 

B. TRUE OR FALSE:   (3 pts) (1 pt each: 0.5 pt for the right choice and 0.5 pt for the right 

justification. Consider the justification only if the choice is correct. Quotes from the texts are 

acceptable.) 

1. F. It didn’t cost (him) anything 

2. T. He did part-time jobs such working as a waiter, etc., 

3. T. He was one of the best YCI graduates in Hanoi. 

C. SENTENCE COMPLETION: (2 pts; 1 pt each)  

1.  Cooking/ learning how to cook    

2. In a five-star hotel 

D. PICK OUT: (3 pts; 1 pt each)  
1. I became the breadwinner for my family. 

2. A huge turning point in my life 

3. I can see there is a bright future waiting for me. 

E. WORD MEANING:   (2 pts; 1 pt each)          1.  disadvantaged            2. exhausted     

F. WORD REFERENCE: (2 pts; 1 pt each)       1. (participating in) the programme /YCI      2. the hotel  

II. LANGUAGE        (15 POINTS) 

A. GAP FILLING:       (4 pts; 1 pt each)              1. can’t   2. who    3. found out      4. broke into 

B. GAP FILLING:       (2 pts; 1 pt each)              1. citizens        2. raise 

C. VERB TENSE:  (2 pts; 0.5 pt each)   started  -  will have finished  -  performing –  

                                      will enjoy/ are going to enjoy. 

D. MULTIPLE CHOICE: (3 pts; 1 pt each)           1. b             2.  a         3. a              

E. MATCHING:  (2 pts; 0.5 pt each)                1. e             2. c           3. b          4. a  
F. RESPONDING TO SITUATIONS:    (2 pts; 1pt each)   Accept any correct and appropriate answer. 

III. WRITING              (10   POINTS; Task 1: 4 pts; Task 2: 6 pts)       

The following criteria should be respected while scoring the writing tasks.  

                                                               

 

 

 
 

Scoring criteria Task 1 Task 2 

Relevance of content to the task 2 pts 3 pts 

Appropriateness and variety of vocabulary 1 pt 2 pts 

Grammar and mechanics 1 pt 1 pt 
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